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** Version francaise ci-dessous**
Press release

 

Comic strips show why the EU should be acting faster on chemicals that menace our health

 

Brussels 1 December 2008 – A series of funny and colourful stories published today provide a glimpse of current concerns about health and man-made chemicals, and some pointers on what individuals and governments need to do to create a better future. 

 

The Choosing our Future publication (1)(2) has a gently mocking tone. It advises readers: “For a healthier life, consume chemicals in moderation!” in a reference to slogans against alcohol abuse. 

 

Genon Jensen, Executive Director of the Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) and publication director says: “We wanted to put something together that is light and funny rather than frightening - but that nevertheless offers practical and hopeful ideas on what needs to be done, especially in terms of the EU’s chemical policy known as REACH.” (3) 

 

The book and website versions of the publication have been developed by two leading European health and environment groups, the Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) and the Movement for the Rights and Respect of Future Generations (MDRGF) in English and French. 

 

The aim is to highlight recent evidence of harm to health from certain widely used chemicals, and to provide advocates and the wider public with examples of individual action and EU policy opportunities that can help change our future for the better. 

 

François Veillerette of the MDRGF hopes the initiative will mean more Europeans become aware of the health risks associated with pesticides. “It is only if the public and independent scientists are vocal on these issues that the strict regulation needed to protect health will be achieved.” (4)

 

The four comic strip stories highlight different worrying aspects of exposure to man-made chemicals, such as the special vulnerabilities of the unborn baby and children, how synthetic substances are building up in our bodies, and how exposure to a mixture of chemicals known as the “cocktail effect” may be multiply adverse effects. The final story and text suggest some alternatives in the “organic life”. (5) 

 

Each tale also touch on some of the health conditions associated with environmental risks, such as allergies, asthma, brain development disturbances, certain cancers due to disruption to our hormone system, and infertility problems. In one comic strip, a painter-decorator is scooped up from earth in a flying saucer. His Martian captors analyse him and discover that he is full of strange-sounding chemical substances. They are tempted to destroy him immediately but then reconsider when they discover that his sperm count is so low that he won’t be able to reproduce. (6) 

 

HEAL and MDRGF hope that the comic strips will increase citizen participation in current EU policy opportunities such as the EU chemical regulation, pesticide reform, a proposal on cosmetics legislation, and plans for a European biomonitoring programme.

ends

 For more information, please contact:
Genon Jensen, Executive Director, Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL), 28 Boulevard Charlemagne, B-1000 Brussels. Tel: +32 2 234 3643 (direct) Email: genon@env-health.org Websites: www.env-health.org, www.chemicalshealthmonitor.org
 

Diana Smith, Communications, Health and Environment Alliance, Tel: +33 1 55 25 25 84, Mobile: +33 6 33 04 2943. Email: diana@gsmith.com.fr 

 

 

François Veillerette, President of the Mouvement pour les Droits et le Respect des Générations Future (MDRGF), 40, ure de Malte, F-75011 Paris. Tel : + 33 6 81 64 65 58. Email: mdrgf@wanadoo.fr. Website: www.mdrgf.org
 

Aurèle Clémencin, Pesticides and Cancer Campaign Coordinator for HEAL/MDRGF, 40, rue de Malte, F-75011 Paris. Tel: +33 6 77 06 29 60. Email: aurele@env-health.org Campaign website: www.pesticidescancer.eu
 

 

Notes for journalists

 

1. Choosing our Future (in French, Choisir notre avenir) website version is available at www.choosingourfuture.eu from 19.00 on Monday 1 December 2008. Hard copies of the book, an Information Release describing the different sections of the book, and a copy of the front cover for use as an illustration is available from Hana Kuncova, Chemicals Health Monitor project coordinator, HEAL, tel: +32 2 234 3642, email: hana@env-health.org . “Choosing our Future” is an initiative of HEAL’s Chemicals Health Monitor project.
2. The comic strips were created and drawn by the internationally renown cartoon strip artist, David Ratte. He is the author of the “Toxic Planet” series, Paquet publishers, which tells funny tales from a world so polluted that everyone is forced to wear gas masks. His website is www.toxicplanet.info
3. HEAL would like to see REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and restriction of Chemical substances) eliminate from the market the chemical culprits that threaten the health of children. In particular, they would like to see endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) and chemical substances affecting the neurodevelopment of the fetus banned and replaced with less harmful substitutes.
4. Certain pesticides currently available on the market are associated with chronic conditions, such as cancer and Parkinson’s Disease. A recent study commissioned by the European Parliament ‘The benefits of strict cut-off criteria on human health” (Sept 2008) shows that 1% of cancers in Europe are associated with exposure to pesticides. See www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/download.do?file=22471   For more information about pesticides and cancer, see HEAL/MDRGF campaign website at www.pesticidescancer.eu 
5. Male fertility has fallen in recent years. See Carlsen.E et Al. 1992. Evidence for decreasing quality of semen during the past 50 years. Brit.Med.J., 306 : 509-513. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1393072
The Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) aims to promote a healthy environment for healthy people. It represents a diverse network of more than 50 groups representing citizens, patients, women’s

groups, health professionals, and environmental advocates across Europe. Working at the European level, HEAL focuses on air quality,chemicals, mercury, pesticides, climate change, children’s vulnerabilitiesand many other aspects of EU policy that are relevant to people’s health and the environment. Website: www.env-health.org
 

Chemicals Health Monitor provides an online source of information on chemicals and diseases www.chemicalsmonitor.org The project aims to highlight the rationale for more restrictions on certain

chemicals, and for the substitution of all hazardous chemicals. It was launched by the Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL) in conjunction with partner organisations. Website : www.chemicalshealthmonitor.org
  

MDRGF (Mouvement pour les Droits et le Respect des Générations Futures Movement for the Rights and Respect of Future Generations) is a French not-for-profit organization founded in 1996. MDRGF works on issues related to toxic chemical pollution and particularly on pesticides, which are a major public health issue in France. Its aim is to bring attention to the negative consequences of industrial agriculture and promotes real alternatives, such as organic farming and integrated pest management (IPM) methods. MDRGF is the leading NGO working on the pesticide issue in France. Website: www.mdrgf.org
